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The Heart of darkness
This is a novella that describes the problems in African during imperialism and colonization of Africa by the Europeans. The novella's title is symbolic in that' darkness represents the dark civilization in Africa while Heart is a symbol of the African nation where people are uncivilized, arrogant, and inhuman. The title of the novella symbolizes the untold story of the vices in African. It also illustrates the cruelty, brutality, and savagery of the Europeans as portrayed by Kurtz, a European trusted by the company to trade in Africa. During the colonization of Africa, Europeans were cruel and forced Africans to work on alienated lands, making them poor. The novella explores the problems in African using vivid imagery that emphasizes the damage done to Africa and African by the colonizers. Also, it explores the uselessness of the presence of Europeans in the African continent. Thus, this paper will examine the use of vivid description and imagery in describing absurdity and alienation in Africa.
Absurdity is widely explored in the novella. This can be said a state of being unreasonable or useless. Joseph Conrad explored absurdity by describing numerous aspects of the European colonization that he saw as ridiculous and pointless to the African continent. He also explores the absurdity actions of people who did not understand their worthiness and why he practices them. The novella employs a story within a story to tell a story of Charlie Marlow, a British seafarer employed by a Belgian company to sail with the company's manager to the Africa continent to look for Kurtz as a Belgian business person. Absurdity is characterized by hypocrisy, ambiguity, and moral confusion of issues in society. The use of vivid images has described 
all these aspects of absurdity.
Marlow encountered a European warship at the coast in his journey to Congo, firing bullets to unseen enemies. Marlow says the warship was firing pointlessly to invisible enemies at the west coast of the African continent. He could identify the origin of the warship and concluded it was a French warship. To him, this was a waste of resources as it was fighting no one. A deeper examination of the imagery signaled fear and uncertainty in the colonization of the African country. Most of the European powers used threats and victimization during colonization to create fear in African. The use of warship to fire aimlessly was used to create fear in Africans and thus surrender to the Europeans. Creating fear in order to rule over the African was absurd and useless. To Marlow, it was ambiguous as he did not understand the use of the warship to fire aimlessly to unseen enemies.
Forced labor was widely used in African during colonization. The Europeans could not acquire a sufficient workforce to work on their farms, and the Africans were not ready to work. As such, the Europeans forced Africans to work. The experience was brutal and inhuman. Marlow witnessed Kurtz exercise forced labor to move Africans to work for him. Also, at one of the stations of the Belgian company, Africans were forced to dig holes in the compound, which had no use. Most of the used people were slaves. Marlow noticed they were forced to dig the hole to keep them occupied, and therefore the holes had no use (Bloom 2008). To him, this was morally inappropriate and thus breached the moral rights of the Africans.
Hypocrisy dominated colonial rule. European countries used were obsessed with power and needed to stamp their authority in many parts of the world. Although they wanted to demonstrate their power, how they exercised it was hypocritical. They exercised their power by exploiting the Africans. Also, they forced Africans to work for them why they claimed they were civilizing the Africans. Before Kurtz's death, he confessed to Marlow that he did not care about the Africans, but he exploited them by forcing them to work for him and raiding them for ivory. He was known to be the leading exporter of ivory which he claimed to the authority he bought from the African, but he acquired the ivory through raiding. The claims of Kurtz was trading in Africa was hypocritical because he did the opposite of the trade, which is exploiting Africans.
Marlow has portrayed hypocrisy. Throughout the story, he is against the activities and the presence of the Europeans in Africa. In the story, he does not see the importance of colonizing African and forcing the Africans to work for the Europeans.  He even criticized the exercise of power done by the Europeans on the Africans. He said the exercise of power by the Europeans was homicidal and megalomania to Africans (Conrad 1996).  What he meant by this is that the practice of power was brutal and useless. The opposite of his feeling was true. When he witnessed Kurtz exercise his control over the Africans, he was moved and admired the power Kurtz had. To him, Kurtz was like a god to the Africans. Also, he shows merciful feelings for the Africans, yet he describes the Africans as a cannibal. A cannibal is a person who eats human flesh. As such, he termed Africans are man-eaters. 
Alienation is another vice that was addressed by the Heart of darkness. Joseph Conrad highlighted the alienation of freedom, land, and power as the most practiced alienation in African and by the Europeans. The novella describes this alienation as exploitive, invaluable, brutal, and cruel in its exercise. Most of the land used by the Europeans to farm and settlement was forcefully acquired, and thus some of the Africans lost their lives when defending their land. This is the most brutal way of alienation. Also, the Africans were forced to work for the Europeans in the alienated land and raids, as Kurtz confessed to Marlow (Firchow 2014). This was morally wrong and inhuman. Also, Marlow saw a man in the station who was carrying water in a leaky bucket. The water in the bucket followed continuously out of the bucket, leaving it empty. Unfortunately, the man did not realize the bucket had a hole. This can be a symbol of political alienation on the Africans, which was being done without Africans noticing. Alienation on knowledge was portrayed by the brickmaker who had a lot to say, but his words lacked sense and meaning. As such, the alienation was meaningless and exploited the Africans.
Conclusion
Joseph Conrad extensively explored the vices that colonialists were doing to Africans and condemned them. He wrote the novella to condemn colonization and imperialism that exploited Africans. He addressed alienation and forced labor practiced by the Europeans and saw the practices as inhuman and exploitive. Through Marlow, he was able to describe colonization and its effects on Africa. Although it was condemning colonization, the novella is highly criticized for how it portrayed Africans and women. The novella shows African as powerless and thus questioned the writer's indentions, but it successfully addressed alienation and absurdity. 
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